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Abstract : The Republic of Panama, which is relatively wealthy in Central America,
actively supports children with disabilities as a ratifying country of the convention on
the rights of persons with disabilities. On the other hand, due to inadequate human
and material support resources in the suburbs, children with disabilities have few
opportunities to participate in society. Instituto Panameno de habilitacién IPHE) is
an institution for supporting education, rehabilitation, and vocational training for
children with disabilities between the age of 0 to 22. Since there were not enough
support skills for disabled children by staff and family members at IPHE, the author
conducted support activities for children attending IPHE, fellow occupational therapists,
and families of disabled children. By understanding the needs of the target population
and taking into account the limited local resources, the author was able to carry out
comprehensive and sustainable activities for children with disabilities. These results
suggest that a good understanding of local demands, a multifaceted viewpoint of
intervention based on the medical and educational fields, and good relationships with
local colleagues who support these activities are important for the activities of a Japan

Overseas Cooperation Volunteer.

Key Words : International cooperation, Occupational therapy, Special education,

Republic of Panama
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Abstract : This study was aimed at clarifying international exchanges and lectures in
the university physical therapy bachelor training program, focusing on changes in the
old and new curricula. Questionnaires were mailed to universities in Japan, and
responses were received from 35 universities. Survey responses indicated that more
courses were offered with the main objective of teaching international medicine and
international health compared to international rehabilitation and international physical
therapy. The number of universities that did not offer subjects with any of these as the
main objective was 18 under the old curriculum and 13 with the new curriculum.
Overseas training was not provided by 20 universities under the old curriculum and 18
universities under the new curriculum. Moreover, 13 universities did not teach “physical
therapy in international support” under the old curriculum and indicated that they did
not plan to teach it under the new one. The number of lectures on international trends
and overseas training programs both increased in the new curriculum. A few universities
do not teach “physical therapy in international support” and these are areas that need

to be considered in the future.

Key Words : University, Physical Therapy, International Exchange, Curriculum
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Abstract : Globalisation necessitates the need for physical therapy students to be
educated on the importance of international cooperation. Therefore, in this study, we
conducted a web-based survey among some physical therapy students to identify the
factors affecting their interest in joining the Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) program. We received responses from 561 students enrolled in seven physical
therapy schools in Miyagi Prefecture. Additionally, we observed that 17.6% of the
students expressed an interest in joining the JOCV program. The findings from x2 test

13

indicate that “the gender of the students is female”, “the type of physical therapy schools
to which the students belongs are universities or junior colleges”, “students have people
around them who participated in JOCV” and “students have heard explanations about
the JOCV” influenced their interest in joining the program. We suggested that “support
for students to obtain information about the JOCV from volunteer participants in
developing countries” was necessary for them to demonstrate an interest in international

cooperation in developing countries.

Key Words : Physical Therapy School, International Cooperation, JOCV, Attitude Survey
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Abstract: Currently, in Thailand, the workforce development of caregivers for older adults
has become an important issue with the aging of the population. In this paper, we
reported an online training program conducted for staff working at care facilities for
older adults in Thailand to disseminate Japanese knowledge and skills in care for older
adults. Two Japanese occupational therapists provided participants with a training
program and 3 members including a physical therapist in Thailand were involved in
running the program. The private care facility for older adults in Thailand and the
organization where a lecturer of the program belonged in Japan were connected online.
There were 17 participants, and many of them were nursing assistants or caregivers.
The program consisted of lectures and practices. The main themes were life support and
safety care. The practices included designing care plans for actual facility residents and
practices of technical care assistance of meals and transfers focusing on risk
management. The instruction for the practice of care assistance was observed not fully
understood. All participants responded satisfied and found the training useful in the post
questionnaire. We found that online training for caregivers is feasible with some

limitations through the implementation of the program.

Key words : Thailand, professional care, older adults, online training
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