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Rehabilitation 2030: The vision and the implementation

Jody-Anne Mills
(Technical Officer, Rehabilitation Programme, WHO)

Abstract

Rehabilitation 2030 was launched in 2017 with a call to action for governments, development partners and civil
society to meet the profound unmet need for rehabilitation worldwide. Areas for action concern all elements of the
health system, from governance and financing to information systems, workforce, and service delivery, among others.
Rehabilitation 2030 represented a significant shift in how rehabilitation is conceptualized, moving it from being a
service for persons with disabilities, to being a core component of universal health coverage — a service that should
be available for all who need it. The WHO rehabilitation needs estimator indicates that approximately 2.4 billion, or
1 in 3 people would benefit from rehabilitation. Some of these people rely strongly on rehabilitation to be able to
participate in education, work, recreation and important life roles. Despite this massive need, most countries still lack
the capacity to meet even basic rehabilitation needs within their populations. This presentation will examine the
historical context and barriers that countries have experienced in advancing the rehabilitation agenda to date,
celebrate the milestones that have been achieved since rehabilitation 2030 was launched, and present some of the
technical tools WHO have recently developed to better equip countries to expand access to quality rehabilitation

services, where and when they are needed.
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